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Mainstream Press about Children Stolen by Social Services and Family Courts 

Introduction 

To appreciate the systemic problem of state kidnapping
1
, child snatching

2
 or the state stealing 

children
3
, people must hear the dramas first hand. It is simply too hard to imagine and thus 

virtually impossible to believe, if you read about it only occasionally, if at all. This report 

stems from the experience of a number of people who have helped the Musas
4
 as McKenzie 

Friends
5
 – or lay legal advisors – in whatever capacity was needed. We know their problems 

and challenges, while also being familiar with other cases. According to all of us, the Musa 

case is acknowledged to be the worst
6
 of all.  

However, there are also journalists who have consistently written about this appalling 

situation and are familiar with dozens of cases each.  

1. Among them is Belgian Florence Bellone who won a Special Radio Prize with her 

programme Great Britain: The Stolen Children
7
.  

2. Sue Reid, Daily Mail, who uncovered the Cleveland Scandal
8
 involving 121 cases in 

1987. Due to this scandal, the Daily Mail was sued and won. As a consequence, 

secrecy was introduced in the Children’s Act 1989.  

3. Camilla Cavendish, The Times, led a Family Justice campaign
9
 in 2008 which 

changed the secrecy law in favour of media professionals.  

4. Christopher Booker, The Telegraph is currently the most prolific and regular writer. 

The person who has observed the problem since he was a Local Councillor in Kent in the 

sixties is now 80-year old Ian Josephs who has a law degree from Oxford. Thanks to his 

very successful language school in Monaco, he has been helping lots of parents, often paying 

for mums to have their babies abroad. He gets between 3 and 6 new cases every day.  
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Ian has published Forced Adoption
10

 as a book
11

 and as the most comprehensive website 

about this topic, which is now also available as Punishment without Crime
12

.  

In Parliament, Eric Pickles MP tabled Early Day Motion (EDM) 869
13

 to remove the veil of 

secrecy from the Children Act 2004 and was backed by 215 MPs in 2005.  

Currently, John Hemming MP
14

 is the only MP who tables EDMs on the subject. He also 

chairs the campaigning group Justice for Families
15

 which has over 1,600 cases on file. 

Sunday Telegraph reporter Christopher Booker
16

 was ‘gagged’ by Haringey Council, but 

published 14 articles about the Musa family without mentioning their names:  

1) 3 July 2010: Forced adoption is a truly dreadful scandal
17

 

Social workers are removing children from loving families without proper justification 

2) 17 July 2010: It's time to bring family law to book
18

 

Families are being torn apart by a system veiled in secrecy 

3) 14 Aug 2010: Forced adoption: social workers' surreal investigation recalls 'satanic 

abuse' scandals
19

 - In one ongoing case, social workers are pursuing the most surreal 

inquiries 

4) 30 Oct 2010: Child protection: MPs must act on the scandal of seized children
20

 

Britain's child protection system is off the rails, and only the politicians who built it can fix it 

5) 27 Nov 2010: Forced adoptions get no sympathy from the ministry
21

 

While loving families are torn apart, Whitehall insists the system is working fine 

6) 4 Dec 2010: Child protection: how a cruel council plays its cat-and-mouse game
22

 

One distraught family's experience is typical of our warped system of child protection 

7) 11 Dec 2010: Social workers' cruel game with children in care continues
23

 - Why can a 

mother not be told her children are unavailable before she makes an epic journey to see them 
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8) 18 Dec 2010: Does this family have human rights?
24

 

Social workers persist in their cruel treatment of an innocent family 

Quote from this article: A council whistleblower has said that, at a recent case conference, 

the social workers admitted that maybe they had made a mistake, and that the mother they 

had falsely accused was in fact devoted and blameless. But apparently, because of “press 

interest” in the case, the officials agreed that the council could not afford the very damaging 

publicity which might follow if the unhappy children were reunited with their parents. It was 

therefore vital that the council should continue to justify its actions. 

9) 5 Mar 2011: Parents denied a voice in court against the child-snatchers
25

 

Lord Justice Thorpe was 'aghast' at the way children had been removed from their parents by 

a county court. But such outrages are an everyday procedure 

10) 11 Jun 2011: The mystery of Haringey’s missing 'Girl X’ makes a mockery of the 

Children Act
26

 - The family of a girl taken into care have not seen or heard from her for 10 

months. 

11) 17 Sept 2011: Couple denied legal help while lawyers make £1m removing their 

children
27

 - Their English is poor, they are reduced to tears by their inability to understand 

what is going on in court, yet they are denied help in presenting their case. 

12) 24 Sept 2011: Police show themselves once again to be at the beck and call by social 

workers
28

 - The latest disturbing developments in the case of a family who are battling to 

retrieve their six children. 

13) 30 October 2011: Lord Justice Wall takes on an alarming child-snatching case
29

 

This seems to be a classic instance of the way social workers make a crashing initial mistake, 

then add ever more questionable allegations to defend their blunder. 

14) 03 Dec 2011: Behind a wall of secrecy, parents who lost their children are now in 

jail
30

 - Lord Justice Wall has personally taken over two curious and troubling cases. 

 

Related Articles in The Telegraph 

1) 28 May 2011: The real scandal hidden by gags is what goes on in family courts
31

 - 

The walls of secrecy surrounding snatched children are creating a one-sided justice 

system 
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2) 04 Jun 2011: How our judges deny human rights to children taken into care
32

 

The right to family life - invoked to get a burglar out of prison, or a celebrity granted a 

super-injunction - is denied to many children 

3) 25 Jun 2011: Social workers see sense – it's just a shame they're not ours
33

 - Vicky 

Haigh fled to Ireland to escape her council's social workers, but they haven't given up 

4) 02 Jul 2011: A father's nightmare
34

 - A bizarre episode involving a father's separation 

from his children shows up our farcical law 

5) 16 Jul 2011: Child protection system tears two more families apart
35

 

Two shocking cases of children taken into care on the flimsiest pretexts. 

6) 30 Jul 2011: ’Child protection’ wreaks havoc on a loving family once again
36

 

How a mother who fled to Ireland to save her baby was caught on her return 

7) 06 Aug 2011: 'Child protection' tears mother and son apart after 14 years
37

 - English 

social workers pursue yet another mother who had taken refuge in Ireland with her child. 

 

The Times Family Justice Campaign by Camilla Cavendish 2008 succeeded in allowing 

media professionals to attend secret family court hearings 

1) 06 July 2008: Family justice: the secret state that steals our children
38

 - Every year 

thousands of children are taken from their parents, largely on the say-so of ‘experts'. It is 

a secret and sometimes unjust process and the system must change 

2) 07 July 2008: Family courts: the hidden untouchables
39

 - In the second of our special 

articles, we explain how family courts operate in secrecy   

3) 07 July 2008: A Conspiracy of Silence
40

 - Allowing the family courts and social services 

to operate in secret allows miscarriages of justice without the possibility of redress  

4) 09 July 2008: Family justice: what we can do to protect our children
41

 - A ten-point 

plan to make our courts system fairer  
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5) 09 July 2008: Family justice: your word against theirs
42

 - In the third of our special 

articles, we look at the pernicious types of allegation that are almost impossible for 

parents to disprove  

6) 09 July 2008: Justice can't be done in secret. And here's why
43

 - We will always try to 

twist the evidence to fit our theories. Especially when we are wrong 

7) 10 July 2008: Europe to begin investigation of secrecy in family courts
44

 - Britain 

faces an investigation by Europe into secrecy in family courts, amid growing political 

pressure to overhaul the system  

8) 12 July 2008: Justice for Families
45

 - An enormous response to the articles in The Times 

highlights widespread concern over the secrecy that shrouds the family courts 

9) 17 July 2008: A moving response to our family justice campaign
46

 - The Times call for 

an end to secrecy has produced a huge reaction - except from the man who could change 

it 

10) 22 July 2008: Times wins ruling over secrecy of family court
47

 - Details of private 

family court proceedings that led to a mother fleeing the country with her son after he was 

placed in foster care have been disclosed after legal action by The Times. 

 

The Recent Report about Expert Witnesses – commissioned by the Government –resulted 

in considerable media coverage – contradicting Sir Nicholas Wall’s claim in his judgement 

about the Musas supposedly having drugged their sixth baby: Professionals don’t lie. 

1) February 2012: Prof. Jane Ireland - Evaluating Expert Witness Psychological Reports: 

Exploring Quality
48

  

2) 13 March 2012: Channel IV News: How competent are expert witnesses?
49

 

3) 13 March 2012: Daily Mail: Scandal of ‘unqualified’ experts who advise our family 

courts: decisions about the care of thousands of children routinely flawed
50

  

4) 13 March 2012: Daily Mail: Family courts and how incompetent (but highly paid) so-

called experts are failing children
51
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Resulting Early Day Motions in Parliament 

19.04.2012: EDM 2988: EXPERT EVIDENCE AND FAMILY COURT PROCEEDINGS AND THE 

ATTACKS ON PROFESSOR IRELAND
52

 

19.04.2012: EDM 2987: EXPERT EVIDENCE AND HON. MEMBERS
53

 

13.03.2012: EDM 2857: EXPERT WITNESSES IN FAMILY COURT PROCEEDINGS
54

 

 

A few selections from many related articles in the Daily Mail  

1) 29/03/2012: I had to fight to stop my son being taken into care after I was branded an 

unfit mother by 'experts' who'd never met me
55

 

2) 26/05/2011: Blinkered arrogance and a judiciary in danger of losing the public’s 

confidence
56

 

3) 22/04/2011: How can it be right? How judges impose gagging orders to hide celebrity 

scandals and make life and death decisions about society's most vulnerable in total 

secrecy
57

 

4) 07/04/2011: ‘Let’s threaten them with prison’: MP goes to war with judges who hand 

out gagging orders
58

  

5) 18/12/2010: Couple who fled UK after social workers took their child are declared fit 

parents by Spanish officials and reunited with baby No2
59

  

6) 26/08/2010: Adopted, then handed to abusers: Convicted of neglect, cruel couple who 

loaned girls to paedophiles after duping social workers
60

  

7) 02/09/2009: The courts took my children away from me because I'm a working mother
61

  

8) 16/08/2009: This mother went on the run with her son. Her crime? Letting social 

workers see her husband shout at her
62

 

9) 26/07/2007: Give us back our children
63

 - Six weeks ago, the Mail told how social 

workers tore a baby from her loving family to put her up for adoption.  

Since then, scores of parents have contacted us with horrifying stories of children stolen by 

the state. How dare the courts continue to gag them?  
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http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2987
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2857
http://bit.ly/LE3iDI
http://bit.ly/lLO0iQ
http://bit.ly/N4S0Ku
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TV Programmes 

1) ITV This Morning: Family demand apology from Social Services
64

 

2) ITV This Morning: Protect our Children from Social Services
65

 

 

Books 

Besides Forced Adoption by Ian Josephs, there is The Gulag of the Family Courts
66

 – Guilty 

even when Innocent by Jack Frost – The Greatest UK Judicial Scandal --- Ever! An Expose of 

the horrors and tragedies visited on innocent and vulnerable parents and children, by United 

Kingdom ‘Public Officials’, hiding behind claims of spurious ‘secrecy’.  

 

WhatDoTheyKnow / YouTube / Facebook / Websites / Blogs / Petitions 

WhatDoTheyKnow
67

 is an impressive site that victims have used for information from 

authorities about children in care. Use their search facility and find out for yourself!  

In the absence of more mainstream media coverage, there are a lot of sites on the web that 

express the suffering, agony and injustices that parents and children are experiencing.  

However, many Local Councils have succeeded in getting parents to comply with their 

‘reporting restriction orders’ – under the threat of imprisonment - so that sites were closed.  

In fact, Harriet Harman MP admitted in Parliament that in 2006 the Family Courts sent 200 

parents to prison
68

.  

The online petition The Secrecy of Family Courts should be lifted Now
69

 has had 992 

signatures so far and a remarkable collection of comments
70

.  

The petition FREE the Musas and send the Whole Family back Home to Nigeria!
71

 has 

attracted 498 signatures and these comments
72

. Signer no. 15 is Heather Collins who writes: 

“In the 11 years that I have been following these cases, the case of Mr and Mrs Musa and 

their family must rank as one of the most evil and corrupt cases that I have had the 

misfortune to come across. Those who have the authority should ensure that justice is seen to 

be done which must include prosecution and appropriate sentencing of all who have 

committed perjury.  

                                                           
64

 http://www.itv.com/news/anglia/update/2012-05-11/family-demand-apology-from-social-services/  
65

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DScyb6nZ_2I&NR=1  
66

 http://www.amazon.co.uk/The-Gulag-Of-Family-Courts/dp/1430316357  
67

 http://www.whatdotheyknow.com/  
68

 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/vo060613/debtext/60613-0003.htm 
69

 http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/the-secrecy-of-the-family-courts-should-be-lifted-now.html  
70

 http://victimsunite.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/11-06-28-petition-sterling-comments.pdf  
71

 http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/send-the-musa-family-back-home-to-nigeria-with-their.html  
72

 http://gloriamusa.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/11-10-26-send-the-musas-home.pdf 
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